
ruderman1
Late





HB-747-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/15/2019 5:45:22 PM 
Testimony for HMS on 3/18/2019 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Louis Erteschik 
Testifying for Hawaii 

Disability Rights Center 
Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

  

This bill reflects an excellent policy that shoud be adopted and incorporated into the law. 
There are a lot of preconceived notions about individuals with disabilities and so people 
often assume they are less capable than they are. Not so long ago people thought they 
could not live outside of institutions and now they do, very successfully here in Hawaii. 
Employment is the next frontier of community integration and if we can overcome the 
old assumptions, more and more people will be integrated into the work environment, 
just as they are now integrated in their housing. Employing people with disabilities at a 
competitive wage is a high national and local priority. 

We would be remiss if we failed to point out the lack of appropriate services available in 
Hawaii. The agencies that are supposed to assist them with employment do not always 
do so. For example, at the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation no new people are 
getting services. They recently entered into an Order of Selection so right now nobody 
is getting VR services unless they have an existing IPE. We also have a DD system that 
has been getting increasingly restrictive in its eligibility criteria as people who should be 
receiving DD services are being told they are too high functioning. In theory those who 
are higher functioning should be good candidates for employment but without VR 
services or supported employment services it makes it much harder. 

In sum, while we wholeheartedly believe this bill represents an excellent policy for the 
state, if the legislature truly wants to encourage the competitive employment of people 
with disabilities we believe it should provide more resources to the Division of 
Vocational Rehabilitation and the Developmental Disabilities Division so that they will 
serve individuals with disabilities in the manner they were intended to. 
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HB-747-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/15/2019 9:04:07 PM 
Testimony for HMS on 3/18/2019 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cory Harden Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha legislators, 

My adult daughter with disabilities is eager to work, but is having great trouble finding a 
job. This is after losing the job she had for years, when funding for her job coach was 
stopped. If she could get out of her day program and into a job, she'd stop using taxes 
and start paying taxes. 

mahalo, 

Cory Harden 
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